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ITISs reveal entrance
cut-ofis in advance

By Ritika Chopra Moy
in New Delhi ; e B
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FOR the first time in 50 years, | P e L] SRS
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The 1ITs have notified a
new procedure of calcu-
lating cut-off marks for
each sectlon In the Infor-
mation brochure with
which students now know -
the cut-off marks already

................................................

m if a student doesn't have

the aptitude In one subject,
he now knows how hard he
needs to work on that sec-
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off (read qualifying) marks for
the Joint Entrance Examina-
tion (JEE) before the official
declaration of results.

Dogged by controversies and liti-
gation on the issue of cut-off marks
in the recent past, the IITs have
now been driven to notify a new
procedure for calculating sectional
and overall cut-off marks in the
information brochure for JEE.
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So, in what comes as a big relief, the
candidates not only know how well
they have to perform in each section

beforehand, but can also
calculate their score as
this year, for the first time,
they were allowed to carry
a copy of their answer-
sheet (ORS sheet) back
home. Though the answer
keys have not been made
public by the IITs yet,

many coaching institutes
have which could give stu-
dents a fair idea of their
performance and their
fate.

Accordin to the
brochure, %he cutoffs in
each subject are 10 per

cent of the maximum
marks for general candi-
dates, nine per cent for
OBC candidates and five
per cent for SC/ST and
physically challenged stu-
dents. The maximum
marks for each section are
already known and
hence the cut-off marks
can be calculated.

For example, in JEE
2012, Paper I had 70
marks of questions in
each subject, followed by
66 marks, in Paper IL. So,
the subject cutoffs are 14
marks in each subject for
the general category.

A candidate, who is
above the cutoffs, will get
an All India Rank (AIR).
Then, based on the AIR,
in each category, he or

: tion and can focus on doing
Indum Instztute of 'ﬂechnology, Delhi better in his ‘strong’ subject

she will get an allotment of
IIT/course of study based
on his preferences.

Till last year, there used to
be a cloud of secrecy over
how much a student needs
to score to secure a seat in
the coveted engineering
institutes as the cut-off
marks were based on the
“average marks of all the
candidates,” which were
known only after having the
marks of all the candidates.

In such a situation, candi-
dates were stressed as
there would be great
uncertainty about their
performance as cut-off
marks varied from one year
to another and were known
only after the results.

The JEE 2012 results are
expected on cr after May 18.
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In a first, lITs
disclose JEE
admission

~ cutoffs

" Himanshl Dhawan | TNy

New Delhi: Overturning a
five-decade-old tradition, In-
dia’s premier institutes, the In-
dian Institutes of Technology
(IITs), have disclosed admis-
sion cut-offs for the first time
in the Joint Entrance Examin-
ation(JEE)held on April 8.
Over 5.6 lakh students ap-
peared for the IIT-JEE on Sun-
day. The minimum qualifying
mark for the general category
for OT-JEE 2012 is 10%, while
it is 9% for OBCs and §% for
SC, ST and physically-dis-
abled (PD)candidates,
General category students
appearing for JEE need 14 out
of 136 in chemistry, physics
and mathematics. The aggre-
gate cut-off forthegeneral can-
didate is 35%, or 143 out of 408,
to qualify for an all India rank.
Similarly, the minimum
marks for OBC candidates are

13 out of 136, while itisseven °

out of 136 for SC/ST and PD.

In addition to these mini- |
mum marks, a student will
have to obtain aggregate cut-
off to be eligible to be part of !
all-India ranking. The aggre- |
gate cut-off for the general

category is 35%, OBCs 31.5 %
and SC/8T/PD17.5%.

The decision is a result of
the Supreme Court’s observa-
tions in a case filed by IT-Kha-
ragpur professor Rajeev Ku-
mar. The court in its judgment
last year had ruled that the se-
lection process needed to be

“upgraded” and “fine-tuned” |
year after year with periodic
changes, so that the selection
process and examination re-
mainrelevantand meaningful.

The disclosure has en-
sured that candidates can :
evaluate their performance

soon after givingthe exam,

RTIsfiled by KumaronIIT-
JEE revealed how the coun- !
try’s top technology institute |
has changed its examination |
system. From 2006 to 2011,
there were varying cut-off |
marks for different subjects :
unlike the uniform pattern 3

adopted this year,
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II'Ts lift curtain,
reveal JEE

cut-off marks

ENTRANCE Parents hail move, teachers
say it will help students prepare for exam

Chetan Chauhan

# chetan@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI; The Indian Institutes
of Technology have finally
emerged from their veil of secre-
ey, revealing the cut-off marks
for gaining admission through
the just-concluded Joint
Entrance Examination (IIT-
JEE). For the first time in IIT-
JEE’s five-decade history, the
chain of institutes has revealed
the minimum qualifying marks
in each subject, and in aggre-
gate form for various categories
of students.

While a general category stu-
dent will have to get 10% in each
subject, the minimum gqualify-
ing marks would be 9% for other
backward class (OBC) students,
and 5% for scheduled caste (SC),
scheduled tribe (ST) as well
as physically disabled (PD)
students.

In addition to this, the stu-
dent would have to clear the

aggregate cut to be eligible for”

being a part of the all-India
ranking. While the aggregate
cut-off for the general category
is 35%, it is 31.5% for OBCs and
17.5% for SC, ST and PD.

This means that if a general
category student scores 14
marks out of 136 in all the three
subjects — physics, chemistry
and mathematics —and has an

overall aggregate cut-off of 143

THE CUT-OFFS -

General category: 35% of tota}
marks (408) and 14 each in
chemistry, physics and maths.
OBC: 31.5% of total marks and
13 each in all the 3 subjects.
SC, ST and PD: 17.5% of {otal
marks and 7 each in all the three
subjects,

L
F

out of 408 marks, he or she will
be eligible for the rank.

According to IIT professors,
providing the qualifying marks
will help students evaluate their
performance as soon as they
leave the IIT-JEE exam centre,
and reduce stress on students.
It will also help them prepare
for the examination, they added.

Welcoming the move, a par-
ent of an aspiring IIT student
sugpested that the institutes
upload the answer keys of the
question papers after the exam.
“It will further help students
evaluate their performance and
reduce their dependence on
coaching centres,” he said.

The decision is an outcome
of the Supreme Court’s obser-
vations in a case filed by 1IT-
Kharagpur professor Rajiv
Kumar, who was hailed as an
unsung hero for bringing trans-
parency into the IIT-JEE exam-
ination system,

Page 3 of 12



Three cheers for liT-J

MOUSHUMI BASU W NEW DELHI

IT-Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) 2012 held on Sunday last
was in a new avtar, For the first time
ever after five decades of its con-
duction, JEE came out transparent
settling the much disputed issue of
cut-of? marks or the minimum
qualifying marks that a candidate is
required to secure.
This has been pegged at a fixed
10 per cent of the maximum marks
for the subjects and 35 per cent of the
net marks at the te level for the
eneral candidates. The cut-off rates
r the OBC and SC/ST ones have also
been calculated accordingly.
Purther, for the first time, the
candidates also walked out with the
copies of their Optical Response
Sheets (ORS) after the completion
of exams. This enabled a candidate
to assess his/her performance; while
also making the ORS tamper-free,
Accordingly to JEE announce-
ment, the subject-based cut-off for

14 innovation universities comi

Pioneer ND 11/04/2012 P-17

general candidates stands at 10 per
cent, 9 per cent for OBCs and 5 per
cent for SC/ST candidates. The three
su%iects — Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry — have two papers
with maximum of 70 and 66 tnarks
each. This puts the subject cut-offs for
general candidates at 14. While it is
13 for OBC, SC/ST candidates and

FINALLY, CUT-OFF MARKS ROW
SETTLED, OPTICAL RESPONSE
SHEETS MADE TAMPER-FREE

they are required to score 7.

At the aggregate level, a gener-
al candidate ias to score at least 143
marks which is 35 per cent of 408
marks (maximum marks of three
papers). For an OBC candidate it is
129 which is 31.5 per cent of the
total maximum marks and 72 for
SC/ST candidate which is 17.5 per
cent of the net marks.

This is a complete departure of
the ﬁve-decade-o?d procedure. In
the past, it was based on the average

Business Line ND 11/04/2012

Chandigarh, April 10

performance of the candidates, which
was known only after evaluating the
answer scripts (0RS) of all students.

This has been hailed as the
biggest reform carried out by II'Ts so
far by the candidates. “In the past,
varying cut-off marks based on the
average performance of the student
for the year had been dangling as a
sword over our head,” pointed out
Manish Goel, an IIT aspirant from
Delhi, But now, with the cut-off
known while answering in the exam-
ination, we can calculate according-
ly and improve our prospects b{opt-
ing for more questions on the subjects
of our choice, he added,

The sources pointed out that in
the past cut-offs varied widely, across
the years as well as across the sub-
jects. For example, the cut-offs, in
2006 varied from 37 in Maths to 55
in Chemistry. In 2011, Maths cut-off
was 34, while it was 20 for Chemistry.

Equally arbitrary were the cut-
offs year-wise in the past. Chemistry
clit-offs for instance varied from 55

p-4
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new avtar

in 2006, to 3 in 2007 and 2008,
Surprisingly, Physics cut-off was
zero in 2008. But in 2012, cut-offs
are same for all the three subjects.

This kicked up controversies and
uncertainties in the past. The sources
pointed out that JEE 2006 cut-offs
were known only after receiving
directions from CIC. While IIT have
not been able to yet explain how the
JEE 2006 cut-offs were calculated, JEE
2007 cut-offs were known after almost
a year, by an RTI application. JEE
2008-JEE 2010 cut-ofts were declared
after completing all the admissions.
JEE 2011 cut-offs were announced a
few days after the result,

The fixed cut-offs of JEE 2012
were decided in the wake of Supreme
Court judgment (2011) in which the
JEE 2006 selection process was chal-
lenged. A per the judgment “selection
process requires to be upgraded and
fine-tuned by year with periodic
changes in the process, so that the
selectior:e}:roccss and examination
remain relevant and meaningful”

e Government today said it will set up 14 innovation

1%

universities during the 12th Five-Year Plan. “We are

going to open 14 innovation universities,” the Union
Minister of State for Planning, Mr Ashwani Kumar, told
reporters here. Mr Kumar was in the city to review the

" flagship programmes of the State. The innovation -
universities are aimed at making India a global

" knowledge hub. Each one to be built around a theme or
subject, these unique universities will enjoy total |
autonomy with regard to appointments, collaborations,
resource generation and nomenclature of degrees
_awarded by it. - PTI

T
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Paper | for IT-JEE
2 Saw some
minor deviations
from the pattern
while paper 2
featured some
tricky questions

Praveen Tyagi

IT-JEE 2012 was conducted
on April 8, 2012 in 1067 cen-
tres all over India. This
year’s JEE had two tests of 60
marks each, having questions
from mathematics, physics
and chemistry with 20 ques-
tions from every subject.
Here's a paper-wise analysis
of the exarmn.

Paper I for IT-JEE 2012
saw some minor deviations
from the pattern as compared
to the last couple of years.
This edition featured 20 ques-
tions each in physics, chem-
istry and mathematics with
only three sections per subject
(or part). Section 1 featured 10
multiple choice type questions
with only a single option to be
chosen, section 2 featured five
multiple choice questions with
more than a single option to be
chosen and section 3 had five
questions of the ‘integer
answer type’ variety.

Initial analysis indicates
that the question set was well-
balanced featuring questions
distributed from the entire
syllabi with more emphasis on
conceptual clarity and appli-
cation of fundamentals,
Physies: Other than a couple
of sections such as gravitation
and simple harmonic motion
which were omitted, the ques-
tion set featured a balanced
approach to the syllabus. Also
the emphasis was more on
application of coneepts rather

p-2(Eduction)

ysis foryou

" No of candidates:
5.08 jakh :

. No of seats:

110,000 seats in 15 lITs, ISM
and {T-BHU .

" No of exam centres:
1,067 across the country

than lengthy ealculations.
Chemistry: This was ‘neither
difficult nor easy’. Equal
weightage was given to organ-
ic, inorganic and physical
chemistry. The emphasis on
different topics and the types
of problems related well with
the content arrangement in
NCERT books.
Mathematics: This section
stood out in comparison to
the others as it was slightly
lengthier. While there were
hardly any lengthy calcula-
tions required, the problems
did require sufficient time for
analysis. There seemed to be
more focus on caleulus, vec-
tors and 3D coordinate geom-
etry sections. As far as paper
1is concerned, mathematics
might turn out to be the
deciding factor.

Paper 2 for IIT-JEE 2012
was tougher than the first
paper and more tricky as
well. It also featured a strue-
tural change as compared to
the last two editions of the
exam. This time each part
featured three sections each

THINKSTOCK

with section I containing
eight multiple-type questions
with only one option to be
selected, section 2 containing
three paragraph-type ques-
tions with two questions per
paragraph (therefore a total
of six questions) and section 3
containing six multiple choice
questions with more than one
option to be selected.

The question sets again had
more emphasis on concepts as
opposed to questions requir-
ing extremely lengthy solving.
Physics: Paper 2 was trickier
as compared to paper 1 with
some interesting questions in
mechanics in particular.
Chemistry: Subject experts
have rated the chemistry sec-
tion for paper 2 to be rela-
tively easy in comparison to
paper 1. Overall, the ques-
tions focus more on concep-
tual understanding and there
is a high correlation with the
NCERT curriculum. Alse, the
chemistry parts of both
papers 1 and 2 featured few
technical ambiguities com-
pared to previous years.

Mathematics: This section
should not have presented
any major hiccups to well-
prepared students. Neither
were the questions conceptu-
ally tricky and nor were they
lengthy,

The author is managing direc-
tor of ITian’s PACE Education
Put. Ltd,, an HT-JEE coaching
centre

Page 5 of 12
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IT-Bombay focusses on naval research

MoU with research arm of top global player in naval defence and energy opens up
new avenues in India for maritime and energy studies

HT Education Correspondent
®» hteducation@hindustantimes com

CNS, a world leader
in naval defence and
an innovative player
in energy, signed
through DCNS Research, a
memorandum of understand-
ing with the Indian Institute
of Technology Bombay, dedi-
cated to engineering and
technology research,

Signed by Dr Alain Bovis,
executive director of DCNS
Research and Professor
Shiva Prasad, dean of aca-
demic programmes in IIT
Bombay, the MoU opens new
cooperation avenues to
DCNS in India for education
and research programmes in
naval defence and energy.
Considering their respective
domains of expertise, DCNS
and IIT Bombay expect a
rapid deployment of several
projects. These will include:
» sponsoring research and

development programmes

to be carried out coopera-
tively by IIT Bombay and

DCNS Research teams,
= sponsoring Indian student

projects and fellowships at

II'T Bombay,
= training DCNS personnel
through “continuing educa-
tion programmes” con-
ducted by IIT Bombay.

Profassor Shiva Prasad, dean of academic programmes [n IT Bombay (second from left) shakes hands
with Dr Alain Bovis, executive director of DCNS Research, after signing the Mol

The research projects will
be run at IIT Bombay premi-
ises with support of DCNS
Research teams or in dedi-
cated common facilities.

Thermo hydraulics, electri-
cal engineering, material sci-
ences are the most promising
areas of scientific interaction
between the two organisa-
tions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Professor Shiva Prasad said:
“There is a huge potential for
cooperation in educational
programmes and R&D pro-
grammes in the maritime and

energy domains between IIT
Bomibay and DCNS”,

Dr Alain Bovis added:
“This new development
emphasises our investments
in long term in India. It also

aims to accelerate technology
progress in mutually benefi-
cial areas by tying up with
one of the top Indian
research centres”,

IIT Bombay’s vision is to be
fountainhead of new ideas
and of innovations in science
and technology. There has
been an increasing emphasis
on research . This emphasis
is reflected in the increasing
number of postgraduates,
publications, patents at the
Institute, In 2011, of the 1846
degrees awarded at the con-
vocation, 1341 were postgrad-
nate degrees,

DCNS Research is the cor-
porate Research Centre of
DCNS, dedicated to major
scientific and technology
areas relevant in naval sys-
tems and systems for energy
production design such as
computational fluid dynam-
ies, computational structure
dynamics, material science,
information technology,
acoustics and electromagnet-
ism.

This agreement is strongly
supported by the Science and
Technology Department of
the French Embassy in India,
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HARD LESSONS

Increase enroflment for sure,
but that alone won't fix our higher education problem

THE LATEST inaplethora of reports suggesting ways
tofix India’s education deficit advises that cur univer-
sities should enroll many times more students than
y they doatpresent. As reported in Mint, the University
Grants Commissioninadocumentseekingtochartthe
course of university education for the 12th Plan period
finds that a majority of government-funded universi-

" ties don’t enroll close to the mumber of students that would justify their
large campuses, evenasscarcity of land demands optimumutilisation of
thisresource. Itargues, for example, a 100% increase in student intake is
feasible in 30 of the 43 central universities’ campuses. While quantity
must not come at the expense of quality, the above suggestion obviously
merits serious reflection when we consider the rise of successful, verti-

cally-oriented, compact campusesall the way from Singapore to Middles-

brough. If India is to raise its higher education gross enrollment ratio
from 11% today (which is way behind developed countries’ 54%) to 30%
by 2030, amixture of such innovations will benecessary,

Faculty constraints will obviously be the biggest bottleneck. Ac-
cordingtostatisticsreleased by UGC this February, between 1950-51 and
2010-11, enrollment in universities/colleges rose from 3.97 lakh to
169.761akh, while teaching staff rose from 0.24 lakh to08.171akh. Even if
hiring of teachers and enrollment of students marches apace from to-
day onwards, the backlog is such that we will still remain far from the
lecturer-to-student ratio recommended by UGC, at 1:12 for postgradu-
ate students and 1:15 for undergraduates. And we are unfortunately
looking at a situation where the two are not proceeding at pace, where
vacanciesevenat elite institutionslike Dethi University are reportedly
. Inthestratospheric40% zone, Fixing this supply problemwillrequirea
whole different set of fixes, like improving the supply of PhDs and re-
ducing administrative bottlenecks in recruitment.

Page 7 of 12
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Making meta colleges work

Delhi University’s
proposed meta
college concept
can be a boon for
students with
varied interests,
but the challenges
need to be
addressed too

Gauri Kohli \
™ gaurt kohi@hindustantimes.com |

re you an aspiring econ-
Aomist With a keen inter-

est in history? Or do you
aim to be a mathematician but
cannot keep away from media
studies? At Delhi University
(DU), a few undergraduate
students will soon have the
opportunity to design their
own curriculum and choose
from a plethora of courses
from various DU colleges, -
thanks to the varsity’s pro-
posed meta college.

- w The proposed DU meta

coflege is part of the meta
universities initiative of the
HRD ministry '
= Meta universities represent
~ second-generation univer-
sities that are free from
physical boundary condi-
tions and are able to oper-
ate In virtual space
« Their ultimate aim is to pro-
" mote cross-university edu-

. cation enabling students to

pursue two courses
simultaneously at DU, )

, Jamia Millia Islamia or JNU

= The Meta university will use
the platform of the already
established National
Knowledge Network to cre-
ate a model where the

" internet will provide the
communication infrastrug-
ture, while a network of
universities will offer cours-
esin various disciplines

This means fhat the current

' structure of mandatory and

optional courses would make
way for a tailored programme !
as per a student’s interests,
but will it really work in a mul-
tiple college system like DU?
HT Eduecation spoke to senior
academicians to gauge their
responses on the feasibility of
this move.

Why it will work

According to Shyam Menon,
vice chancellor, Ambedkar
University, Delhi: “In a city-
like situation where you have
many institutions in the neigh-
bourhood and an arrangement
for students to pick up credits
with the help of distinguished
faculty, the concept of a meta
college is a positive develop-
ment. This also means that we
are moving towards a less
rigid and more open kind of a
set-up.”

Menon feels another reason
for this system to work is the
willingness of today’s under-
graduate Indian student to
learn more.

Continued on puge 8

Continued from page [
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Making meta colleges work

The challenges ahead -

Having said that, there's also a need
for cautious optimism, says
Sudhanshu Bhushan, professor and
head, department of higher and pro-
fassional education, National
University of Educational Planning
and Administration. “Giving a student
greater choice in terms of selecting the
subjects for study is a good idea but
only in theory. Challenges such as hav-
ing the necessary IT infrastructure,
adequate teachers to teach different
disciplines and number of seats need
tobe addressed. If such a concept is
implemented, there will be more stu-
dents wanting to study at top colleges.
Also, transferring of credits will be
another hurdle,” says Bhushan.
According to Philip G Altbach,
Monan University professor and direc-
tor, Centre for International Higher
Education, Boston College, it’s still
unclear whether the student will have
complete control over his or her cur-
riculum. “What about any coherence
of courses? How would colleges regu-
late how many students there are in
classes? In the US, with its well-estab-

lished course-credit system, it is some-
times possible to transfer credits from
one college or university to another,
but generally under strict supervision
from the institution to ensure that the
courses are relevant and of appropri-
ate quality. There are now some
‘aggregators’ of courses that are offer-
ing degrees based on numbers of cred-
its. These are generally considered
very low quality and have little recog-
nition,” says Altbach.

Some suggestions

One can take cue from foreign institu-
tions, suggests Bhushan. “Something
like MITx, the online learning initiative
of Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in which a portfolio of MIT
courses are offered through an online
interactive learning platform, may help
address these challenges. A strong
resource base that has course materi-
al, online laboratories and allows indi-
vidual assessment of a student’s work
will e required,” he adds. The idea
should be to allow students and teach-
ers to access and share teaching mate-
rial, academic publications, research
work, virtual experiments ete.
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China, India top GMAT game

Number of GMAT exams taken by Asian
citizens reached all-time high of 89,051

in testing year 2011 -

HT Education Correspondent
M hteducation@hindustantimes com

hen it comes to the
WGraduate

Management,
Admission Test (GMAT), the
Chinese surpass the rest of us
Asians in terms of numbers of
examinees - but Indians too
have done well in terms of
average score reports, sending
4.4 GMAT reports (the highest
in the region} to management
schools around the world, the
the Asian Geographic Trend
Report reveals.

The report, an analysis of
data collected after each
examinee completes the
GMAT; and score-sending
patterns, illustrates which
countries and schools are of
interest to citizens of various
Asian countries, Data from
the most recent testing year
(TY) are compared against

up 47% from 2007

data from four years prior to
identify changes in examinee
preferences.

The number of GMAT
exams taken by Asian citi- -
zens reached an all-time high
of 85,551 in testing years 2011,
This represents an increase
of 47% when compared with
TY 2007.

Much of regional testing
growth can be attributed to
Chinese citizens who took
40,069 exams in TY 2011, up
from 13,048 in TY 2007, The
characteristics of Chinese
examinees stand in stark
contrast to most regional
groups. They are more likely
to be younger women who
are interested in pursuing
specialised master’s degrees
in the United States.

Asian citizens sent 289,388
GMAT scores to schools
around the world in TY 2011,
reflecting an average of 3.4

The significance of the
Asianimpact on
management education
is real

Dave Wilson, president and chief
* axecutive of tha Graduate
Mnnaoe\manl Admissions Councli

scores sent per exam taken.
This is significantly higher

than the global average of 2.9, +

Indian citizens sent an aver-
age of 4.4 score reports, the
highest in the region. India
was the second highest citi-
zen group in terms of GMAT
seore reports sent in 'TY 2011
(112,725) behind China
(126,090).

“The significance of the
Astan impact on manage-
ment edueation is real,” said
Dave Wilson, president and
chief executive of the
Graduate Management
Admissions Council, which
monitors GMAT. “The flows

of graduate management stu-
dents to, from and within the
region have positive benefits
for Asian firms as well as
multi-national companies
that operate there,” he added

The proportion of score
reports that Indian citizens
sent to US programmes fell
from 67% in TY 2007 to 55%
in TY 2011,

Asian citizens sent 289,388
GMAT score reports to busi-
ness schools around the
world in TY 2011. This
reflects an average of 3.4
score reports sent per exam
taken - much higher than
the global average.
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Excelling in a 21st century digital workplace
The Adobe Education Leadership Forum 2012 held in Singapore brainstorms on how students
and educators can gain maximum advantage from using next- generatlon tools

Vandana Ramnani
= vandzn.ramnani@hindustantimes com

B he fourth Adobe
Education
. Leadership Forum

2012 held in
Singapore recently saw edu-
cators brainstorming on
ways and means to help stu-
dents prepare for and excel
in a 21st century digital
workplace. It was aimed at
delivering new insights into
how next-generation teols
like tablets, e-textbooks and
cloud computing can
empower educators to deliv-
er richer, personalised and
more impactful classroom
experiences.

Attended by over 100 edu-
cation leaders
from

Pacific, the %
. event pro- .

wded an opportunity for
them to share their views on
the transformation of the
academic landscape and the
integration of digital com-
munication and creativity
tools in the modern-day
educational set-up.

Jon Perera, vice presi-
dent, Worldwide Education
Marketing, Adobe Systems
Incorporated said, “The
world of education as we
know it is rapidly changing
and so are the contours of
the teaching and learning
process. It is more impor-
tant than ever that we
enable educators to help
students prepare for and
excel in a 21st century work-
place. Equally important, we
need to help them ride those
new waves of technology
and opportunity that are
emerging in an ever-evolv-
ing digital world.”

. “Adobe has a long history

Systems 1ncorporated

of bringing cutting-edge -
tools that have transformed
teaching and learning expe-
riences in classrooms and
we stay committed to bring-
ing about solutions that will
keep the education sector
taking full advantage of the
changing digital landscape,”
added Perera.

Dianne Marshall, director,
public schoots, New South
‘Wales Department of
Education and
Communities, pointed out
that youngsters or “digital
natives” as they are called,
learn to use technology
faster and are more adapt-
able when it comes to using
IT tools. Educators should
take advantage of their lack
of fear when it comes to
technology. “Students get
more likes on their
Facebook, While interacting
with friends they produce
social capital. Educators

We need to help educators ride those new
waves of technology and opportunity that are
emerging in an ever-evolving digital world
Jon Perera, VP, worldwide education marketing, Adobe

need to work on how that
social capital can be
leveraged and put to use,”
she said.

A survey conducted in the
lead-up to the forum found
that nearly 40% of APAC
educators now use tools like

' e-textbooks and tablets in

their classroom. Fifty five
per cent educators believe
that in five years’ time,

there would be a significant -

increase in the role that dig-
ital technology (like e-text-
books, tablets) and digital
content plays in their class-
room work. Only 30% of
respondents felt very pre-
pared to adapt their teach-
ing methodology in the rap- B
idly changing digital land-

scape, This indicates that a

vast majority of educators ~

still need to up-level their
skills as well as adopt newer
digital tools that will help
make the learning process
for students future-ready.
Eighty one per cent of

respondents indicated that
it is very important to incor-
porate creativity tools in the

'

curriculum to help students -
prepare for a 21st century
workforce. The respondents
represented all major APAC
countries including
Australia, New Zealand,
Korea, India, China, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Thailand
and Malaysia, among

others.

THINKSTOCK
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SAT vs ACT

Many students applying for college in the US can, and are, taking

the American College Test instead of the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

What's the difference between them?

THE CASE
FOR SAT

According to ¥athleen
Fineout Steinberg, executive
director- communications at
The College Board, there are
a number of reasons why
the SAT stands out:

The SAT features inde-

pendent subsections ie
each section of the SAT is
valid as an izfividual meas-
ure of critical reading, math-
ematics: and writing skills,
whichrenables students to
degridnstrate mastery in
sylecific areas.

\ s
SAT questions are pre-
screened. Before any

question appears on &

scored section of the fest, it
is Included on one of the
unscored test forms that are
fncluded in every SAT
administration around the
world. This ensures that
each question is fair to all
students regardless of gen-
der, racs, athnicity, country
of origin or socio-

economic status.

The SAT is a longer test

and this is beneficial to
students becausa it provides
mare time per question.

The test goes beyond

what students learn in
school, thus encouraging
them to apply the knowl-
edge they have-a pre-requi-
site if you want to study
abroad.
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Sparsh Sharma

® hispecialprojects@hindustantimes.com

applying to universities in

the US can take one of two
tests—the SAT (Scholastic
Aptitude Test) or the ACT
(American College Test},
which started in India in
2005, Traditionally, the SAT
was the test of choice, but
these days, an increasing
mumber of students is taking
the ACT because schools in
the US now accept the scores
of both the tests.

The SAT and ACT are
different tests in that they
measure varied skills, but
both fulfil the same role in the
admissions process. So
depending on your strengths
and weaknesses, you may
perform better on one test
than the other.

I nternational students

THE CASE
FOR ACT

Suraj Raghavan, senior
consultant, international client
outreach and partnerships, ACT
Inc, lists the advantages Indian
students would have if they
give ACT:

The ACT measures
academic skills taught
in school which can lead
to better performance in
the test, which is accepted by
almost all US schools including

the lvy Leagues.

The test provides a clear
assessment of student
readiness basad on unique ‘col-
lege readinass benchmarks’ on
the four subject arsas-English,

math, reading, and science,
and the optional ACT writing
test. Studsnts who achieve
scores at er above the bench-
mark scores demonstrate that
they are ready for first year
credit bearing classes, at all
four-year institutions of higher
education in the US including
the lvy League schools.

The ACT sends composite

scores to the universities a
student wants to apply to, so
even if you have not done well
on one particular section, you
can make up for this in the
overall score.

Both tests increasing in
popularity in India

In the last three years, the
number of SAT takers in
India has increased by
36%. To serve the growing
number of test-takers, the

College Board and ETS,
which administers the test
now have 32 test centers in
India, up from only 20 in
20089,” says Steinberg.

For ACT, the sole testing
centre at Lala Lajpatrai
College, which opened in
20035, has seen an increase
in test takers (40 in 2010;
60 in 2011). “We are just
beginning formal steps to
introduce students to the
advantages of taking the
ACT as a way to demon-
strate academic achieve-
ment and learn about their
own level of college and
career readiness,” says
Raghavan.

Which should you take?
Chirag Arya, founder of AP
Guru, says, “SAT is more
English-centrie, so Indian
students find it difficult
because we are essentially
a math and science society.
SAT is 2/3rd English and
students have to memorise
5,000 words while ACT is
1/8rd English. Students
generally score 750 out of
800 in the math section in
SAT but only 1100 out of
1,600 in the verbal section.
When these students give
ACT, they get selected to
top universities. Since
ACT is not an IQ test, stu-
dents tend to fare better in
it.” According to counsel-
lors, while some students
end up scoring substantial-
ly higher in ACT; there are
others who could do better
on tfie SAT. Some students
also give hoth —to report
the best of both scores to
the universities they want
to apply to.
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